
Causes of World WarI 

 

Doc A: Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand 

The following article was published on the front page of the Atlanta Constitution on June 29, 1914. 

 

1. What happened to the Archduke and his wife? 

 

Document B 

After the assassination, the assassin, Gavrilo Princep, was captured. During his trial he stated the 

following: 

"I am a Yugoslav nationalist, aiming for the unification of all Yugoslavs, and I do not care what form of 

state, but it must be free from Austria." 

1. What does Princep say was his goal in killing the archduke and his wife? 

 

   

http://www.fold3.com/image/#spot=3835


Militarism Documents 

 

 

 

 

Document C 

 

1. Which three countries had the greatest growth in military weapons and equipment from 1890 to 

1914? 

Document D 

Source: Prince Ernhard von Bulow, German Chancellor, speech to the Reichstag December 11, 1899 

 

…we realize that without power, without a strong army and a strong navy, there can be no welfare for us. The 

means of fighting the battle for existence in this world without strong armaments on land and water, for a nation 

soon to count sixty million, living in the center of Europe and at the same time stretching out its economic feelers 

in all directions, have not yet been found. In the coming century the German nation will be either the hammer or 

the anvil 

 

1. What does Prince Bulow suggest is necessary to ensure the welfare of the German people? 

2. What does he suggest is necessary to “fight the battle for existence? 

 

Vocabulary and Important Information 

Armaments- military weapons and equipment 

Pounds- basic unit of money in Great Britain 

World War I began on July 28, 1914 



Alliances 

Document E 

Excerpt from - The Dual Alliance Between Austria-Hungary and Germany, 7 October, 1879 

ARTICLE 1. Should, contrary to their hope, and against the loyal desire of the two High Contracting 

Parties, one of the two Empires be attacked by Russia the High Contracting Parties are bound to come to 

the assistance one of the other with the whole war strength of their Empires, and accordingly only to 

conclude peace together and upon mutual agreement.  

ARTICLE 2. Should one of the High Contracting Parties be attacked by another Power, the other High 

Contracting Party binds itself hereby, not only not to support the aggressor against its high Ally, but to 

observe at least a benevolent neutral attitude towards its fellow Contracting Party. 

Should, however, the attacking party in such a case be supported by Russia, either by an active 

cooperation or by military measures which constitute a menace to the Party attacked, then the 

obligation stipulated in Article 1 of this Treaty, for reciprocal assistance with the whole fighting force, 

becomes equally operative, and the conduct of the war by the two High Contracting Parties shall in this 

case also be in common until the conclusion of a common peace. 

1. According the Dual Alliance between Austria-Hungrary and Germany, what do both countries 

agree to do? 

Document F 

 

Chain of Friendship (SOURCE-- Brooklyn Eagle, July 1914) 

 

 

1. What does the 

cartoon suggest will 

happen in the chain 

of events pictured? 



Document G 

 

1. What countries made up the Triple Alliance? 

2. What countries made up the Triple Entente? 

3. How does the location of the Triple Alliance impact the rest of the European countries? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document H 

 

1. According to the above map, on what continents did European empires expand to? 

2. Which European country’s empire spread to all continents? 

Document I 

 

1. Which three countries had the largest size empires in terms of land area? 

2. What two European countries did not have any colonial empire holdings in 1913? 

  

 



Document J 

 

Excerpt from Count Cavour who was named prime minister of Piedmont-Sardinia. 

 

We ardently wish to free Italy from foreign rule. . . . We want to drive out the foreigners not only 

because we want to see our country powerful and glorious, but because we want to elevate the Italian 

people in intelligence and moral development. 

 

1. What action did Cavour recommend in this excerpt? 

2. What did he predict would be the result of the above action? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document B 

 

 

 

Source: Newspaper run by Colonel Dragulin Dimtrevic, head of Serbian military intelligence and 

founder of the secret society, “Union or Death” (called “The Black Hand” by its opponents), 1912. 

 

The war between Serbia and Austria… is inevitable. If Serbia wants to live in honor, she can only do this 

by war. This war is determined by our obligation to our traditions and the world of culture. This war 

derives from the duty of our race which will not permit itself to be assimilated. This war must bring 

about the eternal freedom of Serbia, of the South Slavs, of the Balkan peoples. Our whole race must 

stand together to halt the onslaught of these aliens from the north. 

 

1. Why does Colonel Dragulin Dimtrevic state that Serbia must go to war? 

2. What is he afraid Serbia would lose if they did not go to war? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary 

Assimilate- to take in or absorb. In the case below, it is cultural assimilation which would mean one 

group would lose its native language and culture as a result of being taken over by another group. 



 

The Lusitania 

Document K 

The following warning was issued by Germany. It appeared in New York newspapers on May 1, 

1915. 

Notice!  Travelers intending to embark on the Atlantic voyage are reminded that a state of war exists 

between Germany and her allies and Great Britain and her allies; that the zone of war includes the 

waters adjacent to the British Isles; that, in accordance with formal notice given by the Imperial 

German Government, vessels flying the flag of Great Britain, or any of her allies, are liable to 

destruction in those waters and that travelers sailing in the war zone on ships of Great Britain or her 

allies do so at their own risk. --Imperial German Embassy 

1. What does Germany warn potential travelers of happening? 

 

Document L 

 

1. According to the newspaper above, what happened? 

 

 



Note- 124 of the 1,260 were Americans. 

Zimmerman Telegram 

Document M  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Document N 

 

 

 

The Zimmermann Telegram was a coded message sent from German Foreign Minister Arthur 

Zimmermann to Germany's ambassador in Mexico, Heinrich von Eckhardt, in January 1917.  

  

1. What does Germany propose that Mexico do in the transcript of the telegram? 

2. According to the telegram and the political cartoon, what does Germany offer to Mexico in return 

if they do this? 

 

 

 

 



 

Doc O: Georgia’s Contribution to World War I 

                                      

Camp Benning Infantry School Booklet        Camp Benning Infantry Training, WWI Era 

           

 Camp Gordon Bayonet Drill, WWI              Fort Oglethorpe Marching Drill, WWI 

     

Textile Mill Located in Macon, GA   Victory Garden, Atlanta, Georgia 

1. Based on the above pictures, what was one of Georgia’s contributions to World War I? 

http://digitalcollections.library.gsu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/lane/id/11728


 


